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Credit Union, now called the US Fed-
eral Credit Union, has survived
through times of economic hardship
such as the Depression of the 1930s and
World War II.

Today, the Federal Credit Union Sys-
tem has well over $300 billion in assets,
and some 67 million Americans enjoy
membership in credit unions nation-
wide. Credit unions bring together peo-
ple with common employers, ethnic
backgrounds, or geographic areas.
They have positively impacted eco-
nomic growth in the United States by
increasing Americans’ access to credit
through a system of cooperative orga-
nizations which have helped stabilize
America’s credit structure.

The credit union philosophy of ‘‘peo-
ple helping people” continues to pro-
vide many rural and economically de-
pressed areas with the financial tools
and confidence necessary for success.
In my state of Minnesota, more than
195 credit unions not only provide
mortgages, loans, and financial savings
opportunities, but also bring their
communities together to raise money
for programs such as ‘‘Credit Unions
for Kids.”” This effort is a collaboration
of credit unions and business partners
benefitting 170 Children’s Miracle Net-
work-affiliated hospitals serving 14
million kids nation-wide.

Minnesota credit unions also provide
funds for the Minnesota Credit Union
Foundation, a non-profit corporation
organized to serve charitable, scientific
and educational purposes with special
emphasis on credit union-related ac-
tivities. Funds are used to provide dis-
aster relief efforts for credit union
members, develop credit unions in
emerging nations, and supply scholar-
ships to educational training programs.

Mr. President, as a member of a cred-
it union myself, I would like to thank
America’s credit unions on this anni-
versary for their constant and contin-
uous efforts to assist the men and
women of their communities overcome
life’s financial obstacles and build a
more secure future for themselves and
their families.®

————

IN HONOR OF PAUL McLAUGHLIN

e Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I rise
today to join the City of Boston, the
residents of Massachusetts, and mem-
bers of the law enforcement commu-
nity across the country in recognizing
the loss of Paul McLaughlin. Paul was
a committed prosecutor who lived his
life for others, and on September 25,
1995, he was shot while getting into his
car after work. This weekend Boston
memorializes its loss with the dedica-
tion of the Paul McLaughlin Boys and
Girls Club in Dorchester’s Savin Hill
neighborhood and I join the city in this
important day of recognition.

Paul came from a long, distinguished
line of Bostonians. His grandfather, Ed-
ward Sr., was the Boston Fire Commis-
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sioner as well as a member of the State
Legislature in the 1920’s, and his fa-
ther, Edward Jr., was President of the
Boston City Council, an Assistant U.S.
Attorney, and Lt. Governor under Gov-
ernor Volpe. A graduate of Boston
Latin School, Dartmouth College and
Suffolk Law School, Paul was admitted
to the bar in 1981 and his early work in-
cluded time at the Cambridge District
Court and the Public Protection Bu-
reau. Paul was the consummate profes-
sional, and his reputation soon led to
serving on the Attorney General’s staff
in 1991, where he was assigned to drug
and gang cases in Suffolk Superior
Court. During one five year stretch he
compiled an impressive 73 percent con-
viction rate, winning 98 of 134 Superior
Court cases.

In a fitting tribute to Paul’s commit-
ment to working for a better commu-
nity for all of us, especially our chil-
dren, the site for the McLaughlin Boys
and Girls Club is one of Boston’s Ten
Most Wanted drug houses. On Satur-
day, June 24th, the McLaughlin Family
joined with Mayor Thomas M. Menino
and members of the Colonel Daniel
Marr Boys & Girls Club in honoring
Paul’s life by opening a remarkable
new facility in his name in Dor-
chester’s Savin Hill neighborhood. The
Paul R. McLaughlin Youth Center will
perpetuate Paul’s legacy of selfless
service to his community by serving
2,600 children in one of the state’s most
successful youth programs. The struc-
ture that used to be the source of drugs
and despair will now be a beacon of
hope for the whole city.

Mr. President, I join the people of
Dorchester, West Roxbury and Jamaica
Plain in mourning the loss of their
neighbor and friend. My thoughts go
out to Paul’s colleagues, friends and
family. Together, we realize how fortu-
nate we are to have worked with and
known an individual of his caliber.
Today the City of Boston memorializes
this loss, and I join everyone in hon-
oring his life by opening the Paul R.
McLaughlin Youth Center.e

——
TRIBUTE TO THOMAS BURACK

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to Thomas Burack of Dunbarton, New
Hampshire, for receiving the ‘‘Cotton
Cleveland Leadership Award’ for 2000.

A renowned and engaging speaker, he
is often found addressing business
groups and honoring professionals who
have made outstanding accomplish-
ments. It seems only fitting, then, that
he should be honored with this award
which celebrates the accomplishments
of an outstanding individual who has
demonstrated involvement and com-
mitment to community service as well
as the ability to encourage and develop
leadership in others.

A graduate of the 1997 Leadership
New Hampshire class, he practices law
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at the firm of Sheehan, Phinney, Bass,
and Green, P.A. Over the past ten
years, he has donated both time and
experience to the Dartmouth Environ-
mental Network, the New Hampshire
Land and Community Heritage Com-
mission, the Audubon Society of New
Hampshire and the WasteCap Resource
Conservation Network.

A recipient of the Harry S. Truman
Scholarship, Thomas Burack is also
the founding President of the Truman
Scholars Association and a member of
the Board of Trustees of the George C.
Marshall Foundation of Lexington,
Virginia.

Thomas Burack has proven himself
to be an outstanding citizen, volunteer
and a resource to his surrounding com-
munity. It is an honor to represent him
in the United States Senate.®

———

TRIBUTE TO RYAN BELANGER FOR
HIS HEROIC RESCUE

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to an individual who has distinguished
himself in the State of New Hampshire
by performing the outstanding heroic
act of saving the life of a resident of
the town of Bedford.

Ryan Belanger acted selflessly on
April 9th, 2000, to rescue resident Paula
Halla, only moments before her car ex-
ploded. Paula’s car had been struck off
the road by a tree that fell during a
storm, leaving her trapped in the burn-
ing vehicle anxiously awaiting rescue
Crews.

Belanger, who noticed the vehicle
after also striking the fallen tree,
checked on the passengers in his vehi-
cle and immediately rushed to the aid
of Paula. Without hesitation, Ryan
Belanger began to attempt to put out
the fire, and pulled Paula from the
burning car only moments before it ex-
ploded.

Citing his late grandfather’s influ-
ence and love of life, Belanger stated,
‘““He was my father, and made me who
I am. If it wasn’t for him, I wouldn’t
have pulled that lady out of the car.”
Had Ryan not acted with haste, Paula
would have most likely been killed in
the incident. Instead, she escaped with
minor bruises and cuts.

I am honored to recognize a true
American hero, and to commend him
on his successful efforts to rescue a fel-
low resident of the state. He quickly
rescued Paula Halla from her vehicle,
saving her life. He is an inspiration to
the town of Bedford, his home town of
Manchester, and the state and nation
as a whole. I applaud his courage and
perseverence in the daring rescue. It is
truly an honor and a pleasure to rep-
resent him in the United States Sen-
ate.e

—————

TRIBUTE TO EILEEN KENNEDY

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
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